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ALCOHOL — RESTRICTION IN PRIVATE HOMES — LIQUOR CONTROL ACT 

1013. Hon SUE ELLERY to the Minister for Child Protection: 
I refer to the powers given to the Director General of the Department for Child Protection in the Liquor Control 
Act to apply for alcohol restriction in private homes. 

(1) What policies and protocols have been developed for exercising this power and will the minister table 
them? 

(2) Are any households currently known to the Department for Child Protection that warrant making such 
an application? 

(3) If yes to (2), how many? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

(1) This government has taken steps to further protect children through new provisions in the Liquor 
Control Act 1988 that came into effect on 18 October 2011. New liquor control regulations relating to 
the changes will enable the Director General of the Department for Child Protection to apply for a place 
to be declared restricted premises. It is anticipated that this will assist the department to meet its 
responsibilities under the Children and Community Services Act 2004 to promote the wellbeing of 
children, individuals, families and communities. Applications by the department may be appropriate in 
particular cases in which children and families known to the department are subjected to the dangerous 
impacts of excessive drinking by other people or visitors to their home, and when there is an ongoing 
risk of harm. The department’s practice guidance for child protection workers on the processes for 
exercising these powers will include, but will not be limited to, a comprehensive assessment of the child 
and family situation; consideration of the impact on the safety and wellbeing of the children of alcohol 
being consumed on the premises; the views of the parents or carers in relation to the application; the use 
of powers as part of an overall plan; and consultation with other services engaged with the family. 
Given that these powers have so recently come into effect, these policy and procedure documents are 
not yet finalised. I will be pleased to table them when they are complete. 

(2) As the procedures are not in place, no homes have yet been formally identified. The department expects 
to assist some owner–occupiers to make application in addition to any applications made by the 
department itself. 

(3) Not applicable. 
 


